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2021-2022: Quite a Year!

We are: On the Move

▪ Page 6: Joe Reilly, the force 
behind Joe’s Bistro for nearly 
three decades, retired this 
spring. We pay tribute to Joe 
and his legacy of mentorship.

We are: Saying Farewell

▪ Page 2:  Valley Elementary 
Students are celebrating the 
arrival of spring by getting 
active.

▪ Page 8: The Valley travelers 
are back on the road again! 
This year’s destination: the na-
tion’s capital.

We are:  Traveling

Dear Valley Community:

It’s been quite a year – I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank 
staff for their unwavering commit-
ment to our students and individuals 
we serve.  The pandemic posed sig-
nificant staffing challenges through-
out the year but we are proud to say 
that Valley Collaborative is success-
fully crossing the finish line.  This 
edition of the newsletter highlights 
the many wonderful events occur-
ring across the Collaborative.

Administratively, Valley is very 
proud of its Coordinated Program 
Review conducted by the Depart-
ment of Elementary and Secondary 
Education (DESE) as well as the ELE 
Coordinated Program Review con-
ducted by the Department’s Office 
of Language Acquisition (OLA) for 
receiving a flawless audit on both.  
As previously mentioned in our last 
newsletter, some of the highlights 
of the Coordinated Program Review 
were:

•	 DESE Parent survey results 
indicated that families were ex-
tremely pleased with their child’s 
placement at Valley, quoting 
“they have found their home”, 
“acceptance,” “sense of safety,” 
etc.

•	 Staff were very positive and ap-
preciate the administrative sup-
port they receive in doing what is 
best for students.

•	 Staff were very committed to the 
mission and vision of Valley.

•	 From the paraprofessional in the 
classroom to the Executive Di-
rector and everyone in between, 
there was a consistent message 

regarding Valley’s procedures 
and professional responsibilities 
and commitment to the students 
we educate.

•	 Rigorous academic curriculum 
across all programs was ob-
served.

•	 A supportive culture for both 
students and staff across all pro-
grams was observed.

We thank Valley’s Board of Direc-
tors, sending school districts and 
families for all of their ongoing sup-
port.  We look forward to partnering 
with you to ensure Valley continues 
to offer excellent programming to 
everyone we serve/educate.

If you ever have a suggestion or 
need assistance, my door is always 
open.

My best to you,

Chris 
Chris A. Scott, Ph.D.
Executive Director

VALLEY COLLABORATIVE EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR, DR. CHRIS A. SCOTT
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Spring Has Sprung at Valley Elementary 

Valley Elementary students 
have been celebrating the 
approach of summer by 

getting outside. “We’ve been taking 
advantage of the gorgeous weather,” 
says gym teacher Rosa DeMauro. “It 
really feels like summer is coming 
soon.” 

A string of sunny days has meant 
plenty of opportunities for outdoor 
activities. Students have gone on 
hikes at the local nature center and 
have been enjoying games on the 
school field. In fact, demand for the 
field is so great that classes have 
been collaborating to play kick-
ball and other games. Valley’s new 
football club, founded earlier this 
year by two students, has expanded 
its games to twice weekly thanks to 
popular demand.

The biggest attraction this spring, 
says Rosa, is bike riding. Valley 
Elementary has approximately a 
dozen bikes in a variety of sizes.The 
opportunity to get on a bike is also 
an incentive for students. If they get 
their work done and meet their goals, 
they can earn a bike ride. For many 
students, this is also the first oppor-
tunity they’ve had to learn to ride a 
bike without training wheels. “They 
get to take that chance and be super 
brave,” says Rosa. “It’s great to see.” 

Valley students will also be 
celebrating the end-of-the-school 
year with the annual outdoor event 
known as Field Day. This year’s cel-
ebration will feature a bouncy house, 
a shaved ice truck, a bubble station, a 
dance party, lots of yard games and a 
graduation parade honoring all of the 
students. “It’s a really fun big busy 
day,” says Rosa.▪

ABOVE: HENRY GOULD PREPARES TO GO 
FOR A SPIN. RIGHT: (FROM LEFT TO RIGHT) 
MATTHEW TOBIN, CHRISTIAN RILEY, MACK 
ARSENEAULT, MASON RAICSICS-LAPLANTE, 
LOGAN PARNELL AT  SHERBURNE NATURE 
CENTER, TYNGSBOROUGH.

For a Former Valley Student, 
an Opportunity to Give Back

When former Valley Elemen-
tary student JustinRandall 
learned about a program 

at Lexington High School that lets 
students go out to worksites, he 
knew just where he wanted to go. 
“I picked Valley,” says Justin, who 
will graduate from LHS in 2023. “I 
wanted to give back.”

Justin currently helps out at Val-
ley three days a week, assisting in the 
cafeteria and in classrooms depend-
ing upon where he is needed. “I love 
working with the kids. It reminds me 
of my time at Valley as a student,” 
says Justin, who attended Valley 
Elementary a decade ago.

While Justin doesn’t yet know 
what he’ll be doing after he gradu-
ates from high school, he says that 
a future career in education is very 
much a possibility. “The staff mem-
bers here are so great with the kids 
and I really like being part of that,” 
says Justin. ▪

JUSTIN RANDALL ATTENDED VALLEY 
ELEMENTARY A DECADE AGO. TODAY 
HE’S BACK, VOLUNTEERING AS PART 
OF A SCHOOL-TO-WORK PROGRAM 
THROUGH LEXINGTON HIGH SCHOOL.
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Transitional Middle/High School: 
Special Olympics School Day Games

The Transitional Middle and 
High school competed in the 
Special Olympics School Day 

Games in Lawrence, MA on Tuesday 
May 10, the first time the event was 
held in person since May 2019. The 
event, which Pete Loring and Katie 
Nutile helped organize, was attended 
by the majority of students in the two 
Transitional Middle/High School 
programs. Among the highlights of 
the day: a parade of all of the athletes 
from Valley and other participating 
schools. 

The student athletes rotated 
through events including soccer, 
football, Bfit station, relay races, 
running/walking/wheelchair race, 
Olympic town (dancing), obstacle 
courses and more.  Students from 
all classes were able to socialize 
and cheer on each other during the 
events.  All students received medals 
and there was a pizza and ice cream 
donation from various community 
businesses for the students to enjoy 
before returning to school. “Overall, 
the event was a huge success and the 
students all enjoyed their day!” says 
Katie. Congratulations to all of the 
Valley Olympians!▪
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ABOVE: EDDIE FALLON, CASSIE 
LYNCH, ALEX PREVOST AND 
ETHAN HOYT RUNNING WITH ISN 
STUDENTS SAMMY SANSIL AND 
KYLE BERUBE IN THE BACK; LEFT: 
EMILY ST. PIERRE, JULIA BOOTH 
AND GILLIAN JOSLYN. BOTTOM 
LEFT: ALEX GOMEZ-ALVAREZ 
DOES SIT UPS WITH STAFF JOANNA 
BAZZINOTTI AT THE BFIT BRUINS 
STATION; BOTTOM RIGHT: 
JILLIAN GOULD AND EDDIE 
FALLON HOLDING OUR VALLEY 
BANNER FOR THE PARADE OF 
ATHLETES; 
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By Hannah Moriarty

It is no secret that students 
accessing Alternative program-
ming get to participate in some 

pretty cool opportunities. For 
example, in my seven years with the 
Collaborative I have enjoyed adven-
tures such as white water rafting, sea 
kayaking, and questing at Boda Borg. 
But no Friday field trip compares to 
the adventures of the Outdoor Ed 
Club. While I’ve been playing laser 
tag, the Outdoor Ed Club has been 
hiking mountains–like real deal 
mountains. Maybe you’ve heard 
of Mount Washington? Yeah, the 
Outdoor Ed Club climbed it back in 
the beginning of April, in full winter 
conditions. Needless to say, when I 
got the invite to hike the Franconia 
Ridge with the club I was an immedi-
ate yes. Afterall, Franconia Ridge is 
world famous and dubbed a hike that 
“...will blow your mind” by National 
Geographic.
A well-oiled machine

It was obvious from the get go 
that the Outdoor Ed Club is a well-
oiled machine fueled by excitement 
and leadership at all levels. This lead-
ership doesn’t just come from Glen 
Costello and Bobby Nimblett, the two 
staff leads, but from the students as 
well. Kevin Surette, a junior in the 
Psi Site 2 program, was in charge of 
double checking each participant’s 
gear and helping them pack correct-
ly. Aidan Butze, a senior in the Psi 
Site 2/Culinary program, was work-
ing hard behind the scenes shopping 
for and preparing all the food that 
would be eaten on the trip. Kevin and 
Aidan have been active participants 
in the Outdoor Ed Club since they 
were both freshmen. It was clear that 

they had earned the trust of 
staff members through years 

of hiking trips and mentorship. 
Franconia Ridge bound

After everyone packed their bags, 
snack packs and dinner, the group of 
middle and high school students as 
well as three staff members climbed 
into the vans and were off to hike 
Franconia Ridge. The nervous excite-
ment was palpable the entire way up 
to the trailhead. It was beginning to 
rain but that could not dampen our 
excitement as we began the ascent to 
the night’s accommodations at the 
AMC Greenleaf Hut. Kevin and 
Aidan led the charge uphill which 
truly shows the level of student 
leadership fostered by the Outdoor 
Ed Club. 

As the trail quickly gained eleva-
tion, students and staff alike could be 
heard encouraging each other. Jakob 
Jones, a Junior in the Psi Site 2 pro-
gram, yelled out, “Good job, Philly 
Cheesesteak!”, as Philip Hoffman, 
an 8th grader, made it up a particu-
larly steep section of the trail. It was 
around this time that Glen pointed 
out that five out of the seven students 
started with Valley as members of 
the Alternative Middle School. High 
school students encouraging and 
taking the middle school students 

under their wing is a direct reflection 
of the culture created and fostered by 
the entire first floor, says Glen. “The 
impacts of the program are starting 
to be seen.”
Temporary home

Approximately three hours, three 
miles, and 2500 feet of elevation 
gain later, we arrived at the Green-
leaf Hut. It seemed to come out of 
nowhere, illuminated by our head-
lamps. Once inside, we were assigned 
our rooms and bunks were assigned 
and happily changed into dry and 
warm clothes. After that, dinner 
was enjoyed around one long table 
and stories of past excursions were 
shared. The laughs quickly turned 
into yawns, and everyone hit the hay 
early in anticipation of a 3:00 am 
wake up in order to reach the top of 
Mount Lafayette, the first of three 
mountains on the ridge, in time to 
watch the sunrise. 
Off through the fog

Early the next morning, those 
that weren’t awakened by a quiet 
alarm in one of the students’ rooms 
were greeted by the sweet sounds of 
the Moana soundtrack. We packed 
our bags, filled water bottles and ate 
bagels in a blur. 

		
 »continued  on next page

For Alternative Middle/High School
Students, It’s the Climb

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
STUDENTS IRELAND 
SPENCER AND PHILIP 
HOFFMAN WITH 
TEACHER HANNAH 
MORIARTY REACH 
THE SUMMIT OF MT. 
LINCOLN.
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Then we set off on the final mile up 
to the summit of Mount Lafayette, 
the sixth tallest mountain in New 
Hampshire. The fog was dense and 
each headlamp cast a distinct beam 
of light in front of the wearer. 

Dante Dragone, a Junior in the 
Psi Site 2 program, had the group 
laughing when he compared his 
beam to the Bat Signal. As we en-
tered the Alpine Zone and climbed 
above the treeline, it became obvi-
ous that the fog was not going to 
lift in time to see the sunrise on top 
of Mount Lafayette. After a quick 
summit picture, the group continued 
on to the rest of the ridge in order 
to get out of the wind at the sum-
mit. Halfway to the next summit on 
top of Mount Lincoln, the sun began 
to peak out just enough to burn off 
some of the clouds. What emerged 
was a magnificent view of the sur-
rounding mountains and landscape. 
Cheers rang out from the entire 
group as the anticipation of this view 
made finally seeing it even sweeter.
Summit revealed

The group continued the trek to 

Mount Lincoln. On the way, adjust-
ments were made to people’s packs 
and Kevin and Aidan carried extra 
to help alleviate 
some weight mak-
ing it easier for 
some members of 
the group to hike 
up and over the 
various inclines 
along the ridge. At 
the top of Mount 
Lincoln, the group 
enjoyed expansive 
views of the entire 
ridgeline. It was 
even possible to 
see the Greenleaf 
Hut which helped 
Ireland Spencer, 
an eighth grader 
and the first female 
middle school stu-
dent to be invited on an Outdoor Ed 
Club overnight, put into perspective 
just how far the group had hiked so 
far. 
Final summit ahead

Eventually the group bid farewell 
to Mount Lincoln and hiked onward 
to the final summit of the day, Little 
Haystack. Little Haystack’s views 

continued to delight. After a 
final snack break, the group 
started the descent. The 
trail was fairly steep mak-
ing progress slow moving. 
Every now and then the 
person in the front would 
call out “Hiker!” to warn the 
rest of the group to move 
over for the hiker climb-
ing up. Students enjoyed 
dunking their heads into 
the cold, fresh, mountain 

runoff water. Bobby Gaye, 
a junior in the Vocational 

For Alternative Middle/High 
SchooI Students, It’s the Climb

program, remarked that he had been 
looking forward to dunking his head 
since the day before, however, he was 
surprised by just how cold the water 
was. After several more water cross-
ings that required hopping from rock 
to rock surrounded by a rushing cur-
rent, the group finally made it back 
to the trailhead parking lot. 

It is clear that the Outdoor Ed 
Club is a success in multiple ways. 
First, the club consistently and safely 
hikes some of the most daunting 
trails in the White Mountains with 
students who have a wide range of 
personalities and are from a variety 
of backgrounds and experiences. Sec-
ond, it creates opportunities for stu-
dent leadership and the mentoring 
of younger students. Because of the 
strong sense of leadership, teamwork 
and excitement demonstrated by 
staff and students alike, the Outdoor 
Ed Club is able to take it one step fur-
ther, providing students the opportu-
nity to create a positive culture based 
on teamwork and leadership. ▪
Hannah Moriarty is a teacher in 
Valley’s Alternative Middle School

THE GROUP AFTER REACHING THE TOP OF MT. LINCOLN.

THE VIEW FROM THE SUMMIT OF MT. LAFAYETTE.
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After 27 Years, Joe Hangs Up His Apron

Stop by Joe’s Bistro these days 
and you’ll notice something 
missing. Joe Reilly, who has 

run Valley’s restaurant, culinary 
training facility and catering opera-
tion for nearly three decades decided 
to take off his chef’s apron this 
spring. “I turned sixty and decided 
that it was time,” says Joe.

Joe began managing the restau-
rant when it was still housed on Brick 
Kiln Road in Chelmsford. But his 
connection with Valley, then known 
as MSEC, dated even further back. 
Before he joined the Valley family, 
Joe managed the cafeteria at MITRE 
in Bedford. Among the workers he 
supervised was a crew of individuals 
with disabilities from MSEC’s adult 
program. Joe hit it off with them, 
and when he got the invite to come 
and work at the school, he jumped 
at the opportunity. “I never looked 
back,” says Joe. “The school just kept 
growing and gave me the chance to 
grow with them.”
Charlie 8

Donald Bugden, who participates 
in Valley’s Today and Tomorrow pro-
gram, was one of the adults working 
at MITRE when Joe arrived. “We got 
along immediately,” recalls Donald, 
who worked in one of the facility’s 
three kitchens, cleaning up, putting 
things away, and alerting Joe when 
it was time to order more supplies. 
“Joe is a lot of fun.” The two quickly 
formed a bond that would last for 
decades. When Donald would swing 
by Joe’s Bistro for breakfast before 
heading out to work, he’d greet his 
former boss with a code that only 
they understood: ‘Charlie 8.’ 

Explains Joe: “Because it was a 
secure facility, we had to call some-
body to open the door when we 
needed to take the trash out or let 

a delivery person in. Our 
door was C8 which in mili-

tary lingo is Charlie 8.”
Joe’s experience at MITRE was his 
first time working with individuals 
with disabilities, a population that he 
would grow to love. He also demon-
strated a knack for seeing the poten-
tial in his new co-workers. “This is a 
select group of workers that can be a 
challenge to manage, but Joe had a 
gift,” says Bill Pedreira, who started 
with Valley’s adult program in 2014 
after a 30-year career in the pharma-
ceutical industry. “He would assess 
what the kids’ capabilities are, match 
them to what they could do, and then 
give them more responsibility when 
he thought they were ready,” says 
Bill.
More than a restaurant

As Valley’s dining operation 
steadily expanded, the number of 
students and adults involved in food 
prep, cooking and catering expanded 
too. In addition to being a fully 
functioning restaurant that, until the 
pandemic, was open to the public, 
Joe’s Bistro also provided catering to 
the Billerica Housing Authority, and 

cooked for special events, including 
an annual school-wide Thanksgiving 
dinner. Pre-pandemic, Joe oversaw a 
crew of six to eight workers, includ-
ing students from the Transitional 
Middle/High School program and 
individuals and adults from Valley’s 
adult work program. “They were all 
doing different tasks,” says Bill, who 
assisted Joe in the front of the house 
and with the catering program. 
“You’d have some folks out grocery 
shopping, another group prepping 
meals, others washing dishes.” 

For the workers, Joe’s Bistro has 
long provided an invaluable oppor-
tunity to gain experience in an actual 
restaurant, skills they can take on 
to paid employment elsewhere. For 
workers in the surrounding indus-
trial park for whom the Bistro was 
a lunch destination pre-pandemic, 
Joe’s scratch cooking was the draw. 
Says Bill: “Where else could you get a 
hot meal for $3 and tax?” 

 »continued  on next page

JOE REILLY IN THE KITCHEN OF JOE’S BISTRO WITH ADAM GUILD. DURING HIS NEARLY 
THREE DECADES RUNNING VALLEY’S DINING OPERATION, JOE MENTORED COUNTLESS STU-
DENTS AND WORKERS, HELPING THEM AQUIRE SKILLS FOR FUTURE EMPLOYMENT.
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Saying Farewell to Joe
 »continued from previous  page

A good boss
JJ Jasilewicz is one of countless 

workers who Joe mentored in his 
time at Valley. These days, JJ makes 
the cookies, stocks the beverage 
coolers, makes pizza and operates 
the fryer on the days when burgers 
are served for lunch. Joe taught him 
how to do all of those things, says JJ. 
In addition to these hands-on skills, 
Joe also coached JJ in the behind-
the-scenes work of knowing when 
it’s time to order more supplies, and 
monitoring expiration dates. Perhaps 
most importantly, Joe taught him to 
be responsible, professional and to 
do a good job, says JJ, all while mak-
ing working fun. “He told jokes and 
made us laugh. He was a good boss 
and treated me well. I miss him,” 
says JJ. 

JJ isn’t the only one who feels 
that way. Sarah D’Arezzo originally 
joined the Bistro crew as part of the 
catering operation seven years ago 
and is now the assistant manager 
of the kitchen. “Joe was so on top 
of things, making sure that every-
body was fed. He’d come in here at 
the crack of dawn to get everything 
ready. He lived and breathed this 
place,” says Sarah. She describes 
Joe’s role in the kitchen as akin to 
choreography. Whether they were 
running low on a favorite dish or a 
line of students and staff was spilling 
out into the hallway, everybody had 
their part to play, says Sarah. “Joe 
never had to say anything because we 
all knew what we had to do.”
A special place

This spring, things at the Bis-
tro have slowly been returning to 
normal, though the restaurant is no 
longer open to the public. For Joe, 
who has been officially retired since 
March, his new normal means get-
ting used to a life that no longer re-

quires getting up at the crack of 
dawn. While he’s working part-time 
at a local deli and butcher shop, he’s 
planning on spending more time 
on the Cape and with his extended 
family. 

Still, Joe admits that moving 
on from a job and a place that has 
meant so much for him hasn’t been 
easy. “I miss everybody,” says Joe. “I 
had a lot of bonds with a lot of very 
special people.” On the occasion of 
his official departure from Valley, 
staff members presented him with 
mementos to mark his 27 years and 1 
month at the helm of the Bistro. “I’ll 
hold onto those forever,” says Joe. “It 
was a great experience. I saw people 
grow and go onto bigger and better 
things. I was proud to be a part of 
that.” ▪
From everyone in the extended 
Valley community, we’ll miss you 
Joe! Don’t be a stranger...

JOE WITH JJ JASILEWICZ

Adult 
Program

As the summer approaches, 
the Adult Program looks to 
continue the consistent growth 
back toward full normalcy. With 
the pandemic affecting so many 
aspects of programming, the 
individuals continue to show 
their resilience and personify the 
hard-working culture the Adult 
Program community is known 
for. With a number of new staff 
on board, the Adult Services Pro-
gram will look to take advantage 
of the strong relationships with 
community partners to create 
new and interesting employment 
and volunteer prospects.
Paul Center for Learning 
and Recreation (Camp Paul)

The individuals are getting 
the camp ground ready for the 
summer season. There is much 
work to be done, from seeding 
flower beds to repairing and 
painting picnic tables! 
Merrimack Valley Food 
Bank

Valley  has long partnered 
with Lowell’s Merrimack Valley 
Food Bank. Individuals deliver 
meals to people in need through-
out the community. During the 
month of April, the Today and 
Tomorrow Program ran a food 
drive collecting donations for 
the Food Bank. As usual, the 
Adult Services Community came 
together and showed their caring 
and generosity and were able to 
donate a huge amount of sup-
plies for the Food Bank. The In-
dividuals’ compassion was once 
again on display! ▪
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The Valley travelers are back on 
the road again! On Monday, 
May 16, a group of 18 indi-

viduals from our transitional high 
school, alternative high school, and 
adult program, along  with 5 staff 
members, hopped on a bus to make 
their way to Washington, D.C. After 
a nine hour  trip, the Valley travel-
ers wasted no time and started their 
sightseeing right away. The first stop 
of the 5-day trip was the National 
Archives to see the U.S. Constitution!  
From there, our tour guide Barb 
Bowman led the group on a solemn 
and respectful tour through the 
World War II,  Vietnam Veterans, 
Lincoln, and Korean War Memorials. 
In an extra special moment, one of 
our  travelers found a relative me-
morialized at the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial. 

On day two, the Valley travelers 
traveled back in time and spent the 
day at Mount Vernon, the historic 
home of George Washington. They 
learned fun facts about the ways and 
life of Mount Vernon’s inhabitants 
by enjoying the sights of the estate, 
gardens, farm, outbuildings, includ-
ing the blacksmith shop, smokehouse 
and spinning house, and the tombs 
of George and  Martha Washington. 
Did you know that the mansion’s ex-
terior looks like stone but is actually 
yellow pine siding? After a pleasant 
trip to the past, the Valley travelers 
enjoyed a cruise  down the Potomac 
River. The Valley travelevers have 
always enjoyed a good cruise! 

On day three, the Valley travelers 
took another trip in their “time ma-
chine” and visited Colonial Williams-
burg. The group was immersed into 
colonial life and enjoyed learning 
about  the different trades through 
seeing the brickyard, blacksmith, 

wigmaker and foundry. 

The Valley  travelers took delight 
in seeing the ornate decor of the gov-
ernor’s palace. Their Colonial  Wil-
liamsburg day ended with a fright, as 
they enjoyed hearing spooky ghost 
stories featuring characters of the 
time period. 

Day four was a highlight for 
many! The Valley travelers started 
their day by accepting  the mission 
of becoming undercover spies at the 

International Spy Museum. They 
particularly loved the interactive 
activities throughout the museum. It 
was a great way to learn about espio-
nage!  After completing their mis-
sion, it was back to the bus to head to 
Maryland to cheer  on the Baltimore 
Orioles against the New York Yan-
kees, at Camden Yards.  

  »continued  on next page

Valley Travelers Hit the Road
for Five-Day Trip to Washington DC

DEPARTURE TIME! ERIK FANNON, LIA METRAKAS, OWEN EDWARDS, SANDY GAMACHE, 
MARY ALICE JACKSON, SCOTT MORIN, TRACEY SPINALE, ROBERT RICHARDS, ANTHONY 
ANGLEMYER, ALYSSA LAWLER, TONY BERRY, KEN BONNELL, MELAINA CHAPUT, 
STACEY FRANCIS, DYLAN TRAN, JOE VENSKUS, SHANNON HUTCHINSON, NORA BAILEY, 
CASSIDY DUFAULT, NATHANIEL STEIGERWALD, SAMANTHA WOJTOWICZ, LUCAS COSTAIN

THE VALLEY TRAVELERS CHEER ON THE BALTIMORE ORIOLES AGAINST THE 
NEW YORK YANKEES AT CAMDEN YARDS.
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The game was a  blast!  When 
asked what his favorite part of the 
trip was so far?  Nate Steigerwald of 
the Today  & Tomorrow program re-
sponded, “The trip has been fun & I 
really enjoyed the game today!”  The 
Baltimore Orioles won 9 to 6 against 
the Yankees!  Ball game treats of hot 
dogs and ice  cream made for a sweet 
victory! 

On day five, the Valley travel-
ers bid a bittersweet goodbye after 
ending their trip with viewing the 
White House and visiting Ford’s The-
ater, the site of President Abraham 
Lincoln’s assassination.  This once 
in a lifetime experience provided 
the travelers with the opportunity 
to learn and explore U.S. history 
through the sights and sounds of 
Washington, D.C. Better still were 
the social connections made, friend-
ships forged, and memories that will 
last a lifetime. 

Nora Bailey of Chelmsford, who 
took her first long distance trip 
away from home, first school  trip, 
and first trip to Washington, D.C. 
returned to school the following 
Monday wearing her new  sweatshirt 
that read “FBI Washington, DC.” Her 
favorite memory was the Spy Muse-
um. “The tour guide challenged us to 
climb through a vent. They said, ‘If I 
can hear you,  you won’t make a very 
good spy,’” recalled Nora. The result? 
“No one heard me!” 

When speaking with staff, 
Anthony Anglemyer of the Today and 
Tomorrow program recalled, “Over-
all, it was a good time. I enjoyed the 
interactions at  the Spy museum 
and only wished we had more time 
to complete them all. Also, the staff 
did a  nice job of keeping everyone 
together and safe.”▪ 

Valley Travelers: DC Trip 2022

JOE VENSKUS, LIA METRAKAS, SANDY GAMACHE, SHANNON HUTCHINSON AND SCOTT 
MORIN ON A CRUISE FROM HISTORIC MOUNT VERNON DOWN THE POTOMAC RIVER.

CASSIDY DUFAULT, 
SAMANTHA WOJTOWICZ, 
ANTHONY ANGLEMYER, 
AND TRACEY SPINALE 
OUTSIDE OF THE WHITE 
HOUSE.
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Reunited and It Feels So Good!
Longtime friends Maggie King 

and Mark Fitts reunited for a 
surprise lunch this week after 

about six months apart. The pair, af-
fectionately nicknamed “M&M,” have 
been friends for about a decade now. 
They picked up right where they left 
off and caught up on some big life 
events including Mark’s new inde-
pendent job at a book store in Lowell 
and Maggie’s upcoming Disney vaca-
tion with her family. 

Maggie, who loves to read, was 
thrilled to hear about Mark’s new 
position, and the two shared various 
book series they enjoy and would 
recommend. They also spent some 
time reminiscing about their time 
at Valley over the years including 
working at the Billerica Town Hall 
and volunteering on the Chelmsford 
High School campus—Maggie’s alma 
mater! Their last stop for the after-
noon was logging onto Valley’s re-
mote “Zoom lunch” to catch up with 
more staff and friends at home. Mark 
remarked how glad he was to see 
one of his dearest friends and hoped 
they can remain close pals who get 
together more often. ▪

RARA Prom, 2022

THE RARA (RECREATIONAL ADULT 
RESOURCE ASSOCIATION) PROM WAS 
HELD AT THE TEWKSBURY COUNTRY 
CLUB ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 18, 2022.  
RIGHT: MICHAEL KEMPTON, CENTER: 
JULIA MCNALLY AND MAUREEN LY-
DON (VALLEY STAFF), LEFT: SHARIFAH 
NAMIGADDE.
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Valley Collaborative 
Awards Corner

Every year Valley Collaborative 
recognizes outstanding staff and 
students and community partners for 
their service. Please join us in con-
gratulating this year’s recipients:

Nicole Noska, Principal, 
Transitional Programming, Valley 
Middle/Transitional High School, is 
the recipient of the Dr. Anthony Bent 
Leadership Award.

Alex Romano, senior, Valley 
Alternative High School, is the recipi-
ent of the Student of the Year award. 
Explains Principal Julie Fielding: 
“Alex has a curiosity about learning 
that is contagious to his peers and 
teachers. He has made honor roll all 
four quarters his senior year. Since 
starting at Valley, his emotional 
maturity has flourished. Over the 
last two years Alex participated in 
the Outdoor Education Club and has 
worked on his leadership skills. Alex 
is interested in pursuing a career in 
Engineering.”

Bristol Myers Squibb/Jones 
Lang LaSalle is the recipient of 
the Community Leader Award in 
recognition of our gratitude for their 
support of Valley Collaborative.

Congratulations to all!

Valley Collaborative
Semi-Formal

TOP: JILLIAN GOULD AND 
COREY ERICKSON; LEFT: MATT 
BOOTH, GILLIAN JOSLYN, 
OLIVIA TOUSIGNANT; BOTTOM 
(FROM LEFT TO RIGHT): JADEN 
HANNAH NGARUIYA, JOANNA 
BAZZINOTTI, MICHELE WHITE, 
DEVEN BELTRAN



Valley Collaborative Leadership Team

Valley Collaborative 
Board
Chair: Mr. Timothy Piwowar
Superintendent, Billerica Public Schools

Dr. Jay Lang
Superintendent, Chelmsford Public Schools

Mr. Steven Stone
Superintendent, Dracut Public Schools

Dr. Laura Chesson
Superintendent, Groton-Dunstable Re-
gional School District

Dr. Denise Pigeon
Superintendent, Nashoba Valley Technical 
School District

Mr. Brad Morgan
Superintendent, North Middlesex 
Regional School District

Ms. Brenda Theriault-Regan
Superintendent, Tewksbury Public Schools

Dr. Michael Flanagan
Superintendent, Tyngsborough Public 
Schools

Dr. Christopher Chew 
Superintendent, Westford Public Schools

Kari Morrin

Director of HR, Title IX and 
504 Coordinator
kmorrin@valleycollaborative.org

Joia Mercurio 

Deputy Director
jmercurio@valleycollaborative.org

James George

Business Manager/Accountant
jgeorge@valleycollaborative.org

Chris A. Scott, PhD

Executive Director,
Finance and Operations
cscott@valleycollaborative.org

Jennifer Bergeron

Valley Elementary School
Special Education Director

jbergeron@valleycollaborative.org

Nicole Noska

Principal,Transitional 
Programming,
 Valley Middle School, 
Valley Transitional High 
School
nnoska@valleycollaborative.org

Julie Fielding

Principal,  Alternative 
Programming,
Valley Middle School, 
Valley Transitional High 
School
jfielding @valleycollaborative.org

Jessica Scalzi 

Lead Nurse
jscalzi@valleycollaborative.org

Heather Mackay

Principal, Valley 
Elementary School
hmackay@valleycollaborative.org

Matthew Gentile

Assistant Director of DDS & 
Transitional Services
mgentile@valleycollaborative.org


